The Wellspring
November/December 2019
Remembrance
The field lay before us a riot of red
poppies. The farmer had ploughed
the field a few months previously
and from nowhere it seemed, the
poppies sprang up.
For several weeks it was a local wonder as people came from miles to
see the poppies on Fontmell Down.
It even made the national
papers.
For those who had survived the trenches in WWI
the red of the poppies recalled a very different picture. The fields of fragile
red petals bringing to
mind fields of blood shed
by so many young men.
Many who sacrificed their lives on
our behalf were urged on by a vision
of the country they were fighting for;
where their families and their children would flourish and prosper.
I remember another death on our
behalf; the death of one who died a
terrible death in order to make
peace on our behalf, peace with one
another and with the Divine Creator.

His vision and promise was for a restored humanity and a new creation.
A promise made good by his resurrection.
It seems that we need this vision and
promise more than ever as we prepare for a general election next
month. Many of us will be voting,
some for the first time. The burden
of responsibility seems particularly
heavy this time round.
Our vote will reflect the
vision of the kind of nation we want to be. That
seems to be at the heart
of the debate in our politics today.
My own prayers at the
moment are for wisdom
and discernment to navigate the
claims and counter claims of political
rivals; for moderation in our political
language; for men and women of integrity and courage to lead us and
for a willingness among us all to
work together for the common good.
Each time I find myself ending with
‘Lord, have mercy’
Let’s hope He remembers us!

Jackie
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Venue to be confirmed, but get date in your diary!!!
Update on The Community @Wellesley FB page.
Donations of mince pies and mulled wine welcome
Contact 07747561375 or info@ wellspringaldershot.uk

Come dressed ready to play your part
(Some costumes are available)

Once again we’ll be telling the
Christmas story on the streets of Wellesley,
complete with stable and animals.

The Wellesley Event not to be missed!!!

Wellesley Street Nativity
3 pm Christmas Eve
24th December 2019

Community Café Update & ‘Ministry of Fun’
There was much excitement at the beginning of the summer as we
thought we had found a temporary site for a community café on
Wellesley. We invited people from the community to form a working party to get it going and a good group of people responded.
However, it was not to be.
I would like to thank everyone who completed the questionnaire and offered
help and expertise. We will need to wait at least two years before a suitable
site becomes available on Wellesley and so it makes sense to continue to focus
on community events and activities that will enable us to
grow as a community. This ‘Ministry of Fun’ is open to anyone on Wellesley with ideas and energy. If that’s you, do get
in touch and we can make 2020 the best year yet!
info@wellspringaldershot.uk or 07747561375

Charity Coffee Morning.
Raising funds to support those escaping domestic abuse
Saturday 30th November 10am—12 noon
Wellesley Community Rooms, Maida Rd, Aldershot GU11 2FA
Donations of cakes welcome.
For more information contact Vicki-brown100@hotmail.co.uk

‘The World We Made’
What will the young people of the future make of us and our
response to the climate emergency we are facing? ‘The
World We Made’ is an imaginative and creative response to
the current climate crisis. Adapted from the book of the
same title by Jonathon Porritt, the production is moving, inspiring and at times challenging. Set in 2050 two young people undertake a school project to explore how irreversible climate change was averted, although not without suffering, through the stories
of 5 climate heroes.
We are being warned that the next 12 years are critical for not only for human
life but the many species that inhabit our natural world. Can we afford to ignore the warnings? We often hear about climate change in scientific terms and
we do need the facts in order to respond, but this play also tells the human
story, a story suffering and loss as well courage, strength and hope.
The book is currently out of print but it can be found at a library near
you...once I’ve read it! Ed

Edible Wellesley
Incredible Edible got a mention in ‘The World We
Made’ as a means of providing food in time of famine. We’re not in that
league, yet, but we are hopeful that more of us will be inspired not only to
grow and share vegetables but to learn how to cook them. After all it’s cheaper and more healthy to eat home grown vegetables that haven’t been sprayed
with chemicals.
At the moment the Brussel Sprouts are available for picking, as well some hardy
herbs. The early broad beans are coming up, but not yet ready, along with lots
of ‘green manure’. These are plants that will be incorporated back into the soil
to provide nourishment for our spring crops. The Swiss Chard is still going well
and are full of nutrients, so please feel free to pick and cook and eat!!
Our aim is to have Incredible Edible planters scattered around the development
so that everyone can benefit from the food we grow. You don’t have to qualify
to enjoy the vegetables that are growing in the planters. In the words of Pam
Warhurst the founder of Incredible Edible, ‘If you eat,
you’re in!!! ’
For the date of the next working party or to find our more
please go to the Edible Wellesley Facebook page. Jackie

Whole and Hearty Winter Warmers

Share one of your favourite winter warmers in our January edition.

Helpful Contacts
Emergency Services 999
Non Emergency Police 101
Non Emergency Medical Advice 111
Aldershot Centre for Health
01252 335000
Rowlands Pharmacy
01252 329098
Victim Support. 0800 169 6565
Crimestoppers
Tel: 0800 555 111
crimestoppers-uk.org
Action Fraud Tel: 0300 123 2040
www.actionfraud.police.uk
Safer North Hampshire
Community Safety Partnership
Tel: 01252 398399
Hampshire Constabulary
www.hampshire.police.uk
Hampshire Trading Standards
Tel: 03454 04 05 06
www.hants.gov.uk/business/
tradingstandards
The Samaritans 116 123
email jo@samaritans.org
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CAP Debt Centre
01274 760720
Childline 0800 1111
Relate
08451 304016
www.relate.org.uk
National Domestic Violence
Helpline (Free 24 hour line)
0808 2000 247
Men’s Advice Line
0808 801 0327 (Mon-Fri 9-5)
Mankind 01823 334 244
Frank drugs helpline
0300 123 6600
Alcoholics Anonymous
Free 24 hour helpline.
0800 9177 650email
help@aamail.org
Adfam adfam.org.
Citizens Advice
03444 111 300
email:
citizensadvicerush moor.org.uk
www.citizensadvice.org.uk
Rushmoor Borough Council
01252 398399
www.rushmoor.gov.uk

The Aldershot Community Chaplaincy Team are at the
Aldershot Centre for Health
on Tuesday mornings and Friday afternoons.
ACC Volunteers are trained and experienced people,
ready to listen and to offer support and pastoral care to you!
All conversations are completely confidential
We look forward to meeting you!

